
 
 

                                                     
           August 3rd, 2020 
 
Dear Meridian Families, 

 
Well, it’s been quite the ride these last several months.  First and foremost, I hope this finds all who read this 
letter well, safe and as happy as can be.  As of this writing, we have not yet been given the template or 
procedure for a possible waiver to allow for in person instruction to begin the 20/21 school year.  That, along 
with the requirements for our counties to get off the “watch list” is at least a four-week process makes it clear 
that we will be starting the new year with Distance Learning. Be assured that as soon as we are allowed, we 
will begin in-person instruction almost immediately.   
 
There are two ways to look at the upcoming year.  We can despair over what we are not able to do due to 
orders, the situation and serving the needs of our whole community to stay healthy and bring an end to the 
current struggles or we can make the best of the situation and provide the excellence in education that we 
expect of ourselves and give our students and community.  We choose the latter. 
 
Your Meridian Elementary staff has been meeting throughout the summer to prepare for this possibility as 
we are prepared to teach our children in any way we can.  In the spring, we were at a point where our 
instruction in a normal year would have been review to ready for testing and the wind-down of the year.  
That, and things were changing so quickly and new to all of us in distance learning that there was a lot of 
finding our footing.  Well, we have found that footing. 
 
Know that the staff is ready for the upcoming challenge this year in whatever form it takes.  It is our intent to 
make Distance Learning as close to being at school as possible.  We will be in our classrooms teaching as 
though the students are right there with us.  Everything you and the students have at home will be the same 
as though they are in class.   
 
To that end, what follows is what you can expect in the coming weeks as we prepare to begin the year.  We 
will outline materials, schedules and hopefully answer most questions you may have.  What is not answered 
here, please call the school so we can set all at ease as much as possible.  We are going to do great things 
together! 
 
Materials and Internet Capability: 
 

• All families will need to contact the school to set up an appointment on either of three 
days: Friday, August 14th, Monday, August 17th or Tuesday, August 18th.  Please set aside 
30 minutes to meet with your child’s teacher to get materials, get orientation so you are comfortable 
with how to proceed and answer any questions you may have.  Staff will be available at school from 8 
am until 4 pm for those appointments.  Prescheduling the appointments is essential to ensure social 
distancing.   All families and students will be pre-screened before entering. 
 

• Instruction will be taking place for over 240 minutes per day (4 hours plus) in grades 1 through 8 live 
and online.  Therefore, make sure your internet provider can handle that kind of streaming time.  We 
know that some of our families do not have that capability, so we are going to be securing hot-spots 
that are capable of that capability.  They will be provided to families that need them at no charge.  
Hot-spots are good for up to two students, so if your family has more than two students at Meridian, 
we will provide two hot-spots.  We’ve got you covered! 
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• Materials that will be given to each student will include textbooks, chromebooks, any writing 
materials (pencils, crayons, colored pencils, etc), paper and supplementary materials that each 
teacher will use as a part of their educational program. 
 

Daily Schedule: 
 
For the schedule, you will see small group instruction in the afternoons.  Each teacher will let families know 
which group the students are to attend each day. 
 

• For Kindergarten, the schedule will be: 
o 8:00 – 9:40 am – First instruction block and activities 
o 9:40 – 9:55 am – Break 
o 9:55 – 11:30 am – Second Instruction block and activities 

 

• For 1st and 2nd Grades the schedule will be: 
o 8:00 – 9:40 am – First instruction block and activities 
o 9:40 – 9:55 am – Break 
o 9:55 – 12:00  - Second Instruction block and activities 
o 12:00 – 1:00 – Lunch 
o 1:00 – 1:20 – First Small Group Instruction  
o 1:25 – 1:45 – Second Small Group Instruction 
o 1:50 – 2:10 – Third Small Group Instruction 

 

• For 3rd through 8th Grades the schedule will be: 
o 8:00 – 9:40 am – First instruction block and activities 
o 9:40 – 9:55 am – Break 
o 9:55 – 12:00  - Second Instruction block and activities 
o 12:00 – 1:00 – Lunch 
o 1:00 – 1:30 – First Small Group Instruction  
o 1:35 – 2:05 – Second Small Group Instruction 
o 2:15 – 2:45 – Available for individual tutoring – If students need individual help, we will be 

available for individual help for students who need it.  This just needs to be arranged with the 
teacher earlier in the day or in previous days. 
 

Other notes: 
 

• Food service will be provided and detailed at the Materials Distribution Conferences 

• Attendance will be taken and is mandatory for each day’s classes 

• All students will receive the live classroom instruction 

• Absences need to be reported as you would in a normal school year 

• Grading and assessment will be as normal in a school year along with regular report cards  

• When Meridian Elementary returns to in-person instruction, Distance Learning will remain an option 
as outlined in the letter sent out on July 21st.  

 
We are all ready for this new adventure until we are able to return to the school experience we all are used to.  
Until then, you can expect the same level of care and excellence that you have become accustomed to here at 
Meridian.  As always, please contact me by phone or email at martyo@sutter.k12.ca.us.  
 
Can’t wait to see everyone at the materials distribution! 
 
See you soon! Go Tigers! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Marty Ofenham, Superintendent 
Meridian Elementary School District 
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